
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 Fairbanks Four Freed  
 

Denakkanaaga Newsletter 
Our People Speak   Dec. 2015 

Native Elder  
Sidney Huntington 

 Respected Interior elder Sidney Huntington 
passed away at the age of 100 on December 8, 2015 in 
Galena.  
 Known as an author, education advocate and 
trapper, Huntington is survived by his wife Angela, 19  
kids, and numerous grand and great-grandchildren. A 
memorial  service was held Dec. 11 in Galena and was 
attended by hundreds of family, friends and leaders,   
including Denakkanaaga Board 1st Chief Luke Titus and 
2nd Chief Anna Frank, who assisted with the service.  
 Born in Hughes, Huntington help found the        
Galena School District and served on the AK Board of 
Game for 17 years.  
 His autobiography, “Shadows on the Koyukuk” is 
a popular book, that outlines his family’s struggles living 
in rural Alaska.  
 Denakkanaaga extends its deepest condolences to 
his family.  

Sidney Huntington (L) is shown here at a 

2007 Denakkanaaga meeting in Fairbanks.  

Superior Court Judge Paul Lyle on December 17           
approved a settlement that threw out the indictments 
and murder conviction of the “Fairbanks Four”,  freeing 
them after 18 years in prison.  
 Marvin Roberts, who was released on parole   
earlier this year, Kevin Pease, Eugene Vent and George 
Frese were freed after the six-hour hearing held at the 
Rabinowitz  Courthouse in Fairbanks. They had been in 
jail since October 1997 for the murder of 15 year old 
John Hartman.  
  A celebration to welcome them home was held 
the evening of their release at the David Salmon Tribal 
Hall, which featured traditional Native singing and 
dancing.  
 Denakkanaaga welcomes them home and thanks      
Project Innocence, Bill Oberly, Tanana Chiefs                
Conference, Shirley Lee and all those who supported 
and worked to free the young men.   

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner  
Headline  
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Notes from the Executive Director  
                                                                                                                             

  

Greetings! 

 We hope this finds you enjoying the holidays with family and friends. 

As we end one year and enter a new one, Denakkanaaga wishes you all the 
best.  

 It has been a busy time for the Denakkanaaga board and staff since 
we’ve written you last. We held our annual strategic planning session in  

September and have had  two quarterly board meetings as we work to 
carry out our mission and advocate for Interior Native elders and youth.  

We continue to meet with our sister organizations to discuss and act on 
ways to assist our elders and youth, and also seek out grants to increase our services and programs.  

 As you will read in this newsletter, our elders continue to be very involved and offer their       
guidance on issues and events affecting our Native communities. As one individual said, their history 

and knowledge is the backbone of our ways and values.  

 As always, please feel free to stop by and visit with us if you’re in Fairbanks. The coffee is always 
on.                                   

                                                                                                                                        Sincerely, 

          Sharon McConnell  

  

New Denakkanaaga Posters Unveiled  

 

    Sharon McConnell 

 Denakkanaaga recently unveiled three new organizational posters. Featuring quotes from 
two esteemed elders, the posters were distributed to the 42 Interior tribal councils, Native           
organizations and senior service groups.  
 
 If you’d like copies, please email Bessette@denakkanaaga.org or call 907-451-3900.  
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 SAVE THE DATE! 
 2016 

Denakkanaaga Annual Elders and Youth Conference  
 
 Denakkanaaga Staff are now planning for the 2016 Denakkanaaga Annual Elders and Youth   
Conference. Please mark your calendars for this important gathering, that will take place in 
Hughes, June 7, 8 and 9th, with travel dates being June 6 and 10th. 
 
 Staff have been meeting with Hughes Tribal Council officials to plan for the event, which  
will more then double the size of the community on the Koyukuk River. We hope to see you there!  
 
 For more information, please call Denakkanaaga at 907-451-3900.  

 
New Military Apache Helicopter Unit  

Learns from Denakkanaaga Elders  
 
  

 LTC Jaysen A. Yochim (holding bow set)  and others of the new Apache Helicopter Unit 
based at Fort  Wainwright met with Denakkanaaga elders in early November  to learn more 
about the Interior Native  people and cultures.  They also discussed Native names for their 
unit’s companies “call signs”.  
 
 Denakkanaaga  board members Fred Alexie, Sr. and Anna Frank, along with other elders 
shared stories of their subsistence lifestyles, traditions, values and cultures. The elders also 
feed the military officials moose soup, pilot bread, blueberry jam and salmon strips.  
 
 Denakkanaaga presented the officials with a bow and arrow set to welcome them to     
Interior Alaska. The set was from Manny Carlo’s collection, and made by Glen Demit of North-
way.  
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 Annual Denakkanaaga Fundraiser  

Planned for March 16 
  

 The Denakkanaaga  Board and staff are now planning the organization’s second annual               

fundraiser to be held March 16, in Fairbanks.  Featuring both an online and silent auction, live music   
and a dinner, Denakkanaaga’s goal is to raise $20,000 for its elder programs and events.   

 Items are now being accepted for the auctions. If you’d like to donate artwork or other items, 
please call Pat Bessette at  907-451-3900 or email Bessette@denakkanaaga.org. Donations are greatly 

appreciated and tax deductible.  

 

 

Denakkanaaga Hosts Halloween Gathering  

for Preschoolers  
 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 As one of it’s core commitments to support and mentor the next generation,                      
Denakkanaaga elders and staff held a Halloween gathering for two Fairbanks Native Association 
preschool classes in October.  
 In addition to handing out  treats to the children and providing snacks,  the gatherings 
featured various activities, and elders teaching the children Native words, dances and songs.  
 A fun time was had by all, with the children bonding with the elders.  Denakkanaaga 
looks forward to holding more gatherings between the preschoolers and elders throughout the 
school year.  
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Denakkanaaga Founder   
Honored    

  
 
  

Poldine Carlo looks at the award presented to 
her by Governor Walker at the AFN Convention,  

October 2015. Doyon board  member Georgianna 
Lincoln and Denakkanaaga Executive Director 

Sharon McConnell look on.  

 Denakkanaaga Founder Poldine Carlo 
received the 2015 Shirley Demientieff Award 
from Governor Walker at the AFN                
Convention this past October in Anchorage.  
 The Shirley Demientieff Award              
recognizes an individual or organization for 
their outstanding advocacy efforts on behalf 
of Alaska Native  women and children. 
 Carlo, 95 years old, is a respected             
Koyukon Athabascan culture bearer, passing 
on the language and Native values that are 
deeply important to her.  

Fairbanks Police Chief Meets with Elders  

 
 Fairbanks Police Chief Randall Aragon recently met with Denakkanaaga elders to learn 
more about Denakkanaaga and elder concerns.  
 L to R: elders Irene Roberts, Poldine Carlo, Marie Yaska, Denakkanaaga 2nd Chief Anna 
Frank, elder Elizabeth Fleagle, Chief Aragon, Denakkanaaga Executive Director Sharon 
McConnell and Denakkanaaga Road Scholar Program Director Kathleen Leitgeb.  
 Seated L to R: elder Jean Stevens and Denakkanaaga Title VI Program Director Glenn 
"Manny" Carlo. 
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Manny’s Corner  
                                                                   Glenn “Manny” Carlo  

                                                          Title VI Director  
Dear Caregivers and Elders: 
 
  Manny here, saying Happy Holidays to everyone! I hope you all are 

staying active during these cold, dark days, as it is important to keep in 
share        physically and mentally. Soon we will be seeing increased daylight, 

which is  always welcomed.  

 This past November, I was in Washington, DC attending my first 
board meeting with N4A (National Association of Area Agencies on Aging), 

Alaska is the only state in the union who do not have Area Agencies; they are rolling out their new state 
plan for senior services as we speak. I was able to advocate for more monies for Title VI programs while 
there.   

 If you’re in Fairbanks, please stop by and visit with me! I always welcome the opportunity to 
share information and resources to better serve our elders.  
   
Ana Bassee’ 
Glenn “Manny” Carlo   
 
Through a federally funded grant awarded by the Administration on Aging, Denakkanaaga provides out-

reach,       information, referrals, advocacy and support to Elders in Dot Lake, Minto, Nenana, Northway, 

Tanacross, Tetlin, Eagle and Tok.  

 

 Winter Safety Tips  

 With the winter upon us, Alaskans are urged to take extra safety precautions as they work and 
play in the great outdoors, especially on rivers and lakes.  While not all inclusive, please keep these tips 
in mind:  

 When going out on foot or snow machine, always have a plan in case of an emergency.  

 Take a  survival kit with you, this includes matches or a lighter in a waterproof container. 

 Never travel alone if possible.  There should be at least two people when venturing out in remote  
areas. Be aware of your surroundings.  

 Tell someone where and when you are going and when you expect to return. Check in when you    
return. If in an accident and you must travel away from a downed plane or snow machine; leave a 
message saying when you left and the direction you were headed.  

 In an emergency situation, be sure to drink plenty of water. You can probably  survive without food 
for a week or so, but you cannot survive without water.  
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Winter Safety Tips continued from page  6 
  
 Keep water bottles from freezing by carrying them under your jacket,  close to your body.  
 
 Never go further than you can walk back. Always carry snowshoes with you .  
 
 Snow cover can conceal the real condition of the ice on river and lakes - what may seem to be solid 

ice cover may not be. Check your path ahead with an ice chisel or pole. If the ice sounds hollow 
when tapped or breaks when hit, find another route.  Look at the color and texture of the ice cover 
-  that can help you determine whether or not to trust that the area is strong enough to hold your 
weight or your snow machine. Be aware of overflow conditions where several inches of water and 
a thin layer of ice may be on top of what looks like thick ice. When in doubt, do not attempt a 
crossing and go  another route.    

 
Enjoy the outdoors, but please plan and be safe!  

 
Road Scholar Program Update  
 
 
 

We offered our last program of 2015 in November, during the Athabascan 
Fiddle Festival. We had 21 people come up from Outside to visit with us. 
There were many very senior people in this program-starting at the young-
est, we had three 60 year olds, eleven 70 year olds, and seven 80 year olds 
(two of whom were 89).  It was the oldest group we’ve ever had. But they 
jumped right in and did  everything on our agenda as if they were        
youngsters of 50 or so. 
 
We spent four nights in Fairbanks and went to the Fiddle Festival on two of those nights.   
 
After our time in Fairbanks, we went out to Chena Hot Springs. And happily, we saw a stupendous         
aurora while we were out there. It came out the night before the program ended and was a wonderful 
finale for us. 
 
A real highlight of this program is that every year we submit a Fairbanks Bed Tax Grant to pay the        
expenses for a few of our Elders to come into Fairbanks to attend the Fiddle Festival. Our Elders have 
lunch with our  participants and talk with them about their personal histories. These visits with our El-
ders are always a highlight of our programs. This year we had four elders, from Minto, Nulato and 
Northway participate.  
 
In 2015, we ran a total of 8 programs, most of which were 12 days long for a total of 96 days of program-
ming. We had 157 participants join us and travel all over the state with us. 
 
We have already submitted dates with Road Scholar for our 2016 programs and I have begun reserving 
rooms, flights and field trips for next year. 
 
The Denakkanaaga Roads Scholar Program offers Alaska educational tourism primarily for El-
ders from the Lower 48. Local Denakkanaaga Elders provide presentations.  

Kathleen Leitgeb, Director  
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Travel Christmas 
2015 

The Earth turns, the seasons of time, begin to slow, 
and our lives, the memories of it continue to grow. 
Moving constantly to ready for the end of the year, 
and out on the rivers and lakes, ice does appear. 
Responding to life and medicine for the soul, 
people, families head home, which is their goal. 
So, it’s with the dogs, snowshoes or machine, 
it’s out on the trails, the beautiful wintery scene. 
Busy Spring and Summer is now all done, 
we see less and less of the brilliant sun. 
Fish, meat, wood and berries all put away, 
we know Fall and Winter is here to stay. 
People, people who wonder afar to gather and work, 
all those duties, which are annual, they do not shirk. 
Fix those wheels, boots and shoes covered in mud, 
But, we love it, we need it, it’s deep in our blood. 
Slowly, emerging, coming from way back in the mind, 
the call, the urge, part of the Nomadic kind. 
All responding to being part of the Earth, 
it will be good, fulfilling, happiness and mirth. 
Knowing that others up and down river and creek, 
all doing the same, it’s home and family they seek. 
So, what about our ways, what about our spirit? 
With big smiles, we dance and sing.. Yes, lets hear it! 
Then, questioned by Manny and Sharon, doing a Poem? 
Oh, yes, but of course …we will again show ‘em. 
FNA, TCC, Doyon, IRHA, BIA, KRFF…got to end the 
seasonal saga! 
Merry Christmas you all, and good ole, Denakkanaaga!! 
                                                                             Samuel S. Demientieff 
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Denakkanaaga Holds Medicare Informational and Assistance Meeting 

  
 In mid-September Denakkanaaga, in            
collaboration with Fairbanks Native Association, 
held a Medicare informational and assistance         
session in Fairbanks. Intended for elders, caregivers 
and those with disabilities, the session provided   
information on the Medicare programs, eligibility 
and offered assistance with applying for  the          
programs.  

 Denakkanaaga thanks Jean Trainor, Certified 
Medicare Counselor with Access Alaska for leading 
the session.  The meeting was made possible 
through a grant from the U.S. Administration for 
Community Living.  

   
 

 
Denakkanaaga Participates at  

First Alaskans Elders and Youth Conference  

Stay on Top of Denakkanaaga News and Announcements!  

 
       Visit our website:   www.denakkanaaga.org  

      or  
         Become friends and like us on Facebook at: www.facebook/denakkanaaga 

  

L to R:  Denakkanaaga Executive Director   
Sharon McConnell, Board First Chief Luke Titus 
and Second Chief Anna Frank join Dewey         
Hoffman of First Alaskans on stage at the October 
2015 First Alaskans  Elders and Youth               
Conference.  
 The Denakkanaaga officials helped            
introduce  the Fairbanks Elders and Youth       
Conference participates to the statewide meeting 
via a live feed. 
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Denakkanaaga    
101 Dunkel Street, Suite 135    

Fairbanks, Alaska  99701 
 

Phone: 907-451-3900      Fax: 907-459-3909 
 

www.denakkanaaga.org  

Denakkanaaga Board of Directors  
 
 Luke Titus,  Minto, 1st Chief  
 Anna Frank, Fairbanks, 2nd Chief  
 Patricia Salmon, Chalkyitsik, Secretary/ Treasurer 
 Sammy John, Sr. , Nikolai, Member  
 Fred Alexie, Sr., Kaltag, Member  
 Angela Demientieff, Holy Cross, Member 
 Roy David, Tok, Member  
 Jocelyn Patsy, Nulato, Youth Representative  


