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2015 Elders and Youth Conference - Anvik, Alaska
The 2015 Denakkanaaga Elders and Youth Conference was held the first week in June in Anvik, Alaska.
Several hundred individuals from Interior villages and Native organizations attended the three day meeting
where they discussed such issues as subsistence fishing, prevention of suicide and elder abuse in villages, ways to
make villages healthier, and supporting and mentoring Native youth.
The conference theme was Gitri'ingithchagg, Together as One, Embracing the Past, Present and Future.
Elder and youth keynote addresses were made on the theme by 94 year old Poldine Carlo originally of Nulato and
now of Fairbanks and teenager Calen Sunnyboy of Nenana. Mrs. Carlo is a founder of Denakkanaaga.
Conference delegates passed three resolutions regarding exonerating the Fairbanks Four, assisting
tribal leaders in attending meetings and advocating on hunting and fishing proposals, and allowing tribal families
first priority to foster and adopt Alaska Native children. Please see page three for complete details on these resolutions.
Delegates also elected a new youth representative to the Denakkanaaga Board of Directors for a one-year
term. Jocelyn Patsy of Nulato was elected by one vote over challenger Calen Sunnyboy of Nenana. Please see page
10 for Ms. Patsy’s bio.
By a vote of one, delegates selected Hughes over Louden as the host of the 2016 conference. The conference will take place the first week of June, 2016.
Denakkanaaga extends a heartfelt thank you to all the Anvik Tribal Council members, organizers,
volunteers, hunters and fishermen who made the Anvik conference such a successful event. A special
thank you to Anvik Tribal Administrator Tami Jerue who was the lead organizer.

Thank You to Conference Sponsors
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Notes from the Executive Director
First and foremost, Denakkanaaga’s thoughts continue to be with
those affected by the wildfires in Alaska this summer, especially our Interior
communities. Our thoughts too are with the firefighter crews, many of whom
are from our villages, that are working long hours to protect the
communities.
Denakkanaaga has had the privilege of providing home-cooked
lunches several times a week to Interior elder fire evacuees in Fairbanks.
They include elders from Nulato, Tanana, Allakaket and Hughes.

Sharon McConnell
We hope that the fires are fully contained soon and that the
evacuees who remain in Fairbanks are able to return home.
We want to thank all who participated in the elders and youth conference in Anvik. It was truly
inspirational hearing the elders and youth talk about ways to address issues facing our region. The
wisdom of the elders and enthusiasm and inquisitive minds of the youth made for a very successful
event.
We can’t thank enough all those in Anvik who prepared and hosted the conference. It is a lot of
work to house and feed hundreds of people in a small community. The cooks in Anvik worked from 5 am
to 8 or 9 pm each day providing wonderful meals and the residents opened their homes so participants
could have a comfortable place to stay.
When Denakkanaaga holds its conference in a village, the population usually more then doubles!
While it is a lot of work and expense, we’re so glad that a regional organization such as ours, can hold an
important gathering in a rural area. With that in mind, Denakkanaaga recognizes and thanks the
sponsors who stepped forward and supported the conference, elders and youth - Doyon, Limited,
Tanana Chiefs Conference, Doyon Utilities, Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Banner Health, Fairbanks
Native Association, Interior Regional Housing Authority, UA Local Plumbers and Pipefitters, and
Teamsters Local 959.

In other news, Denakkanaaga continues to work on grant proposals to carry out the goals the
board established last fall. This includes holding a cultural camp, building our capacity as an organization and establishing an elder resource center in Fairbanks. We will keep you posted as progress is
made. We want to recognize grant writer Drena McIntyre who is working with us on the grants and donated a portion of her time to do so.
In closing I’d like to recognize and thank outgoing Denakkanaaga Board Youth Representative
Tristan Madros of Kaltag. Tristan is an outgoing, smart and talented young man who contributed much
to our organization. While he will be missed, we are sure we haven’t seen the last of him.
As always, please feel free to stop by Denakkanaaga if you’re in Fairbanks and have a cup of
coffee and visit with us. Our door is always open.
Sincerely,
Sharon McConnell
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DENAKKANAAGA, INC.
B.R. 2015-03
EXONERATION OF THE FAIRBANKS FOUR
WHEREAS: In October of 1997, a teenage boy, John Hartman, was brutally murdered on the
streets of downtown Fairbanks, Alaska. Following the murder investigators and
prosecutors created a case to convict, the men we now refer to as the Fairbanks Four,
Marvin Roberts, Eugene Vent, Kevin Pease, and George Frese of murder; and
WHEREAS: There is no physical evidence which links the Fairbanks Four to the murder of John
Hartman. There is no eye witness testimony which linked the Fairbanks Four to the
murder of John Hartman, and
WHEREAS: William Holmes has confessed multiple times to the murder of John Hartman; and
Jason Wallace’s likely confession is currently under seal of the court; and
WHEREAS: The Fairbanks Four have served nearly 18 years for a crime they did not commit; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: the Denakkanaaga Board of Directors, directs the
Governor to ensure the Department of Law to act in the interest of actual justice
rather than protection of the State, and to be open to continually reevaluating the
case as more information is revealed; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Denakkanaaga Board of Directors, directs the United States
Department of Justice to initiate the federal investigation into claims of corruption
and civil rights violations which led to the wrongful convictions of the Fairbanks
Four; and

2015
Denakkanaaga
Conference
Resolutions

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, the Denakkanaaga Board of Directors, directs the State of Alaska,
the Fairbanks Police Department and federal investigators to do what is righteous
and just, and take the necessary action which will lead to the exoneration of the
Fairbanks Four.

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this resolution was duly passed by the Denakkanaaga, Inc., delegation during
the Annual Meeting on Thursday, June 4, 2015 in Anvik, Alaska and that a quorum was duly
established.

DENAKKANAAGA, INC.
B.R. 2015-05
TRIBAL IMPACT ON FEDERAL AND STATE, FISHING AND HUNTING
REGULATORY MEETINGS AND PROPOSALS

Patricia Salmon
Secretary/Treasurer

WHEREAS, Alaska Native organizations and tribal leaders should be present and engaged at
federal and state fishing and hunting regulatory meetings; and
WHEREAS, Alaska Native organizations and tribes should be reviewing proposals and providing
analysis of impacts on local and tribal members of such proposals to each respective
board; and
WHEREAS, Alaska Native organizations and tribes should submit regulatory proposals and
advocate for passage which allow for Alaska Natives to continue their subsistence
activities; and

DENAKKANAAGA, INC.
B.R. 2015-04

NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Denakkanaaga Board of Directors, requests that Doyon
and Tanana Chiefs Conference assist with obtaining the capacity for tribal leaders
to attend, submit, advocate and provide analysis on hunting and fishing proposals at
federal and state regulatory meetings.

ELDERS CALL FOR LOVE AND
PROTECTION OF ALASKA NATIVE CHILDREN

WHEREAS, Alaska Native children suffer from high rates of neglect, abuse; and

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this resolution was duly passed by the Denakkanaaga, Inc., delegation during
the Annual Meeting on Thursday, June 4, 2015 in Anvik, Alaska and that a quorum was duly
established.

WHEREAS, Alaska Native children placed in protective custody too often don’t have family
placements or Native placements; and
WHEREAS, When tribal placements are available, sometimes Child Protective Services does not
provide the necessary opportunities for children to either reunite with their parents
or be placed with family and tribal homes; and
NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Denakkanaaga Board of Directors, directs State of
Alaska to make efforts to reunite Alaska Native families, provide treatment options
and actively recruit and allow for first priority tribal families to foster and adopt
Alaska Native children.

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that this resolution was duly passed by the Denakkanaaga, Inc., delegation during
the Annual Meeting on Thursday, June 4, 2015 in Anvik, Alaska and that a quorum was duly
established.

Patricia Salmon
Secretary/Treasurer

Patricia Salmon
Secretary/Treasurer
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Denakkanaaga 2015 Annual Elders and Youth Conference
Anvik, Alaska

1st Chief Don Honea and Nick Alexia
Delegates Register for Conference

Poldine Carlo
gives the Elder
Keynote Address.
The Denakkanaaga
Board listens in the
background.

Dancers from Nulato perform at the Conference.

Calen Sunnyboy of
Nenana gives the
Youth Keynote
Address.

Youth delegate Jocelyn Patsy of
Nulato speaks at the conference. She was later elected as
the new Denakkanaaga Board
Youth Representative.
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Elder delegate Benedict
Jones and VPSO visit.

Denakkanaaga Board 2nd Chief
Anna Frank speaks after receiving a gift from TCC on her recognition from the State of Alaska
on being an outstanding
volunteer.

Beadwork for sale at the conference.

Participants enjoy the warm
weather outside the Anvik
Tribal Hall where the
meeting took place.

Delegates participate in
a discussion group.

Conference attendees enjoy a
Chinese auction.

Anvik Conference
Head Cook Sherry
Kruger prepares
King Salmon for
dinner.
Anvik Dancers welcome conference
attendees on the first morning.
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Denakkanaaga 2015 Annual Elders and Youth Conference
Anvik, Alaska … continued

Denakkanaaga Executive Director Sharon McConnell speaks to conference
delegates. Next to her are the Denakkanaaga board members.

Denakkanaaga Board 1st Chief
Luke Titus speaks at the
conference. Next to him is outgoing Denakkanaaga Board
Youth Rep. Tristan Madros.

Attendees enjoyed music in
the evenings.

Anvik Tribal administrator
Tami Jerue speaks during
the meeting.
She was the lead
conference organizer from
the Anvik Tribal Council
who worked closely with
Denakkanaaga.

Denakkanaaga Executive Director Sharon McConnell presents a
gift to officials of Denakkanaaga’s major sponsor— Doyon,
Limited.
L to R; Doyon board member Wally Carlo, Doyon Board Chairman Orie Williams, Board Member Esther McCarty, Doyon CEO/
President Aaron Schutt, Ms. McConnell and Doyon Board
Treasurer Miranda Wright.
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Ladies at the conference
prepared white fish to
make fish ice cream.
Shirley Kruger (on the
right) made the ice cream
which was a hit with those
attending.

Meal time!

Delegate Mary
Deacon.

1st Traditional Chief of Anvik Carl Jerue
welcomes attendees to the conference
on the first day.

Aerial view of Anvik .
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Manny’s Corner
Glenn “Manny” Carlo
Title VI Director
Dear Caregivers and Elders:
I can hardly believe how fast this summer is going by! It is good to
see old friends again even if it’s not in the best of circumstances; like most of
the elders who are in Fairbanks because of the threat of fire near their
villages. We are doing our best to make them feel at home.
I continue to visit and talk with elders and their families about the
various assistance available to them. I always enjoy hearing their stories and
helping in any way possible. This Fall I will be making my regular trip to the
communities we serve. If you’re from one of the communities (listed below) and would like to speak to
me, please call me at 907-451-3905.
In August I and Executive Director Sharon McConnell will travel to Washington, DC to attend the
annual Title VI Conference. We look forward to this opportunity as it allows us to network with other
Title VI program administrators and share best practices.
If you’re in Fairbanks, please stop by and visit with me!
Ana Bassee’
Glenn “Manny” Carlo
Through a federally funded grant awarded by the Administration on Aging, Denakkanaaga provides outreach,
information, referrals, advocacy and support to Elders in Dot Lake, Minto, Nenana, Northway, Tanacross, Tetlin,
Eagle and Tok.

Talking With Your Doctor—Make the Most of Your Appointment
Patients and health care providers share a very personal relationship. Doctors need to know a lot
about you, your family, and your lifestyle to give you the best medical care possible. Clear and honest
communications between you and your physician can help you both make smart choices about your
health.
Begin with some preparation. Before your appointment, make a list of any concerns or questions
you have. Bring the list with you to your appointment, so you don’t forget anything. Do you have new
symptoms? Have you noticed side effects from your medicine? Do you want to know the meaning of a
certain word? Don’t wait for the doctor to bring up a certain topic, because he or she may not know
what’s important to you. That is no such thing as a dumb question. Even if the topic might be embarrassing , it’s best to be honest and upfront with your doctor. You may feel uncomfortable talking about
bowel movements, sexual problems, or memory loss, but these are all important to your health.
Continued on next page…..
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Talking With Your Doctor—Make the Most of Your Appointment
Continued from page 8
It’s better to be thorough and share your information, rather then be quiet or shy about what you’re experiencing. Remember your doctor is used to talking about all kinds of personal matters.
Consider taking a family member or friend with you . Your companion can help if there are language or cultural differences between you and your doctor. If you feel unsure about a topic, your companion can help you describe your feelings or ask questions on your behalf. They can also hear and explain to you and your family if needed, what the doctor is saying about your condition or medicine.
Your body is complicated and there’s a lot to consider, so make sure your do everything you can
to get the most our of your medical visits.

Road Scholar Program Update
Kathleen Leitgeb, Director
Greetings!
It’s my pleasure to provide a brief update on Denakkanaaga’s Road
Scholar Program.
June, July and August are our busiest times. In the summer we provide six programs that each last for 10-12 days. These all include time spent in Fairbanks and the Arctic,
either in Barrow or Prudhoe Bay. We’ve learned over the years that the Arctic is the real draw for our
visitors.
As always, the lunches our visitors have with Denakkanaaga elders in Fairbanks is a highlight of
all the programs. After eating together, the elders talk about their personal histories and the Native way
of life. This provides an unique opportunity for the visitors to really understand the Native cultures and
the importance of subsistence and what it truly means to live in rural Alaska.
Later in September we will be will have one program that starts in Fairbanks and then goes to
Denali National Park and on to Nome. From Nome the visitors fly to Anchorage where that program will
end.
The final program of 2015 is our November Athabascan Fiddle Festival Program. That will start
in Fairbanks during the festival, continue to Chena Hot Springs and end back in Fairbanks.
As you can see, it is a busy time for us, but we always enjoy the opportunity to educate others
about Alaska and the Native cultures and people.
The Denakkanaaga Roads Scholar Program offers Alaska educational tourism primarily for Elders from the Lower
48. Local Denakkanaaga Elders provide presentations.
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Denakkanaaga Provides Lunches to Wildfire Evacuees in Fairbanks
This summer Denakkanaaga was honored to provide home
cooked lunches several times a week to those in Fairbanks who
were evacuated from their communities because of the wildfires.
Some 20-25 individuals were served at each lunch. They included residents from Tanana, Allakaket, Hughes, and Nulato and
ranged in age from infants to elders in their 90’s.
Denakkanaaga thanks the organizations and individuals who
donated items for the lunches, which included moose meat, fish and
paper products.

Introducing New Denakkanaaga Board Youth
Representative Jocelyn Patsy
My name is Jocelyn Patsy, I'm 16 years old, and am from
Kaiyuh, Alaska. My parents are Doug and Gloria Patsy. I attended
Andrew K. Demoski school last year, but will be attending GILA this
fall. My interests are subsistence hunting, baseball, basketball,
computer science, and traveling.
I chose to serve on the Denakkanaaga board as a youth
representative because I would like to help give a youth’s
perspective on issues concerning interior communities and advice
to strengthen Native tradition for our youth.
Ana Masee

Stay on Top of Denakkanaaga News and Announcements!
Visit our website: www.denakkanaaga.org

or
Become friends and like us on Facebook at: www.facebook/denakkanaaga
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Celebration Held Commemorating 1915 Historic Meeting
between Tanana Chiefs and Judge Wickersham
One July 6, 2015 a celebration was held to commemorate the 100 year anniversary of the historic
meeting between Tanana Chiefs and Judge James Wickersham. The celebration, which included an afternoon gathering and evening potlatch was hosted by Tanana Chiefs Conference, along with sister organizations Denakkanaaga, Doyon, Limited, Fairbanks Native Association, and Interior Regional Housing Authority.
The 1915 meeting signified the beginning dialog for the relationship Alaska Native people have
with the federal government in regards to Native land claims and federal trust responsibility.

New Staff Member
Denakkanaaga is pleased to introduce its new Administrative
Assistant Patricia Bessette. Ms. Bessette began working at the
organization in May 2015. Originally from Beaver, Alaska, she has over
25 years of experience assisting senior managers with administrative
functions.
Patricia is married to Clifford Bessette and they have two
children.
“We’re pleased Pat has come on board to work with us as we
advocate for and on behalf of our region’s elders. Her skills and
experience are assets to Denakkanaaga,” said Sharon McConnell,
Denakkanaaga executive director.
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Denakkanaaga Board of Directors









Luke Titus, Minto, 1st Chief
Anna Frank, Fairbanks, 2nd Chief
Patricia Salmon, Chalkyitsik, Secretary/ Treasurer
Sammy John, Sr. , Nikolai, Member
Fred Alexie, Sr., Kaltag, Member
Angela Demientieff, Holy Cross, Member
Roy David, Tok, Member
Jocelyn Patsy, Nulato, Youth Representative

Denakkanaaga
101 Dunkel Street, Suite 135
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: 907-451-3900

Fax: 907-459-3909

www.denakkanaaga.org

