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Summer 2017

2017 Annual Denakkanaaga Elders and Youth Conference
June 6, 7 and 8 in Holy Cross, Alaska

The 2017 Denakkanaaga Elders and Youth Conference was held in Holy Cross, Alaska
June 6, 7 and 8th with over 200 people participating from Interior tribes, state and
national organizations. This was the third time the community has hosted the
gathering (1985, 2008, 2017).
The theme of the conference was “Listening and Speaking to Move Forward”, which
according to Denakkanaaga Executive Director Sharon McConnell is exactly what “we
as Native people should and are doing to advocate on behalf of our elders and youth.
As our elders have taught us, we need to really listen to what is being said about current
issues, programs and projects that concern the Native community and then move
forward to address and act on those issues.”
The conference elder and youth keynote speakers were Denakkanaaga 1st Chief Luke
Titus and his grandson Dakota Titus, one of the youth delegates. Saying that “our Native
people really need to listen so we remain strong in our cultures and traditions” Chief Titus recalled events in his life as he was growing up that exempli ied that and said elders
have so much knowledge to share. Dakota Titus expounded on his grandfathers words
and said “we need to take advantage of these elders and sit down with them and learn.
There are everyday lessons that are there for us if we just listen and ask. It’s the little
things that make us Native - putting away our beads away until the next potlatch,
drinking tea and visiting, and helping others in our communities.”
This year the TCC youth delegates played a larger role in the event, helping introduce
speakers and lead panel discussions throughout the three day conference.
Continued on page 3
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Message from Denakkanaaga’s Founder Poldine Carlo
To my dear friends and relatives:
As I am here thinking of my wonderful trip to Holy Cross for the
Denakkanaaga Convention, the thing I will do is write a thank you
letter that made my trip possible. Also the people that took such
good care of me, even strangers, young girls and boys always asking
if there was anything they could do for me. Thanks.
The food was delicious, every bit of it, the barbeque beaver, the
salmon, duck soup and berries. I enjoyed every bit of it. First off, it
is a lot of work for the hosts. But it sure turned out good. As usual,
the villages also donated for the gathering. Everyone had a good
place to stay.
The thing that really surprised me was that my Mother Priscilla
Stickman Demoski went to school at the Catholic Church in Holy Cross. Can you believe
it was over a hundred years ago and that I walked on the same ground that she walked
on. Also my relatives went to school there. As I cannot thank the people of Holy Cross
enough for the big and important way they put on the convention and the friends we
enjoyed visiting with.
God’s blessings to all,
Poldine Carlo

Notes from the Executive Director
A big thank you to the people of Holy Cross for being such
gracious hosts of this year’s Denakkanaaga conference. They
did an outstanding job housing and feeding everyone.
It is always a pleasure to hear the elders comments and visit
and socialize with all who attended the gathering from our
various Interior villages.
Copies of the comments made during the men and women
discussion groups were summarized and shared with the 42
tribal councils in our region so they could continue the
dialogue with their tribal members on the issues discussion.
We look forward to next year’s conference, which will take
place the week of June 11th in Tanacross.
Sincerely, Sharon McConnell

Executive Director
Sharon McConnell
listens as
comments are
made at the 2017
Denakkanaaga
Elders and Youth
Conference.
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2017 Annual Denakkanaaga Elders and Youth Conference
Continued from page one

The conference began with welcoming comments and reports from leaders of Holy Cross,
Denakkanaaga, Doyon, TCC, IRHA, FNA , and a representative from Senator Murkowski’s of ice.
Opening activities also included a performance by the Hughes Hudotl’eekkaakk’e Tribal Dancers
and a presentation on the history of Hughes by the Hughes Tribal Council.
Issues discussed at the conference all pertained to its theme “Building Strong Native Communities:
Treating Each Other with Love and Respect”. Delegates addressed subsistence ishing, health and
social concerns such as suicide prevention, preservation of our cultures, including languages,
traditional ways and singing and dancing.
During the conference, the youth delegates spoke about what they’d like to see take place to
support them and their communities and also what they felt the major issues were from their view
point. Many spoke from the heart about alcohol and drug abuse in their communities and the need
to keep addressing these issues which impact their families and villages.
One morning of the conference was devoted to men and women meeting in separate groups to
discuss various issues, the major one being the State’s declining oil revenue and its impact on rural
areas and programs. Copies of the notes from the two groups were mailed to the Interior tribal
councils so they could continue the dialogue. Delegates also passed a resolution urging the
Governor and legislators to support and prioritize elder programs and services as they work on the
State’s budget and inancial crisis (please see page 7).
Delegates also selected Tanacross as the host community for the June 2018 conference.

Denakkanaaga Thanks Holy Cross Village Council
The annual conference could not be held without the support of the host community.
Denakkanaaga thanks the Holy Cross Traditional Council for the wonderful hospitality and meals
it provided to all those who attended. We’d especially like recognize Holy Cross Traditional Chief
Alfred Demientieff, Tessiana Paul and Rebecca Elswick who worked closely with Denakkanaaga in
planning the conference.
Thank you to Holy Cross Traditional Council, residents and all those in the village who spent many
hours working to ensure that the conference was a successful one. It was greatly appreciated.
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2017 Annual Denakkanaaga Elders and Youth Conference
Photo Album
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2017 Annual Denakkanaaga Elders and Youth Conference
Photo Album
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Title VI Update
Through a federally funded grant awarded by the Administration on Aging,
Denakkanaaga provides outreach, information, referrals, advocacy and
support to Elders in Dot Lake, Minto, Nenana, Northway, Tanacross, Tetlin,
Eagle and Tok.

Dear Caregivers and EldersI hope the summer has been an enjoyable one for you. I had the
fortune of taking some time off to go to my ish camp on the Yukon River, which is always a great respite for me.
It was great to be in Holy Cross and speak to participants about
the Title VI work we are doing here at Denakkanaaga. Earlier this
spring we were informed that our grant was renewed for another three years.

Glenn “Manny” Carlo
Title VI Director

I continue to speak and work with elders from the eight villages and their caregivers and
plan to make some trips to the these villages later this fall.
If you are in Fairbanks, please stop by and visit with me, and learn more about Title VI.
Ana Bassee’
Glenn “Manny” Carlo
Title VI Director
Denakkanaaga Elder Information Series
Presentation
Throughout the year Denakkanaaga holds
presentations under its elder informational
series on various topics pertaining to elders, their
families and caregivers.
On August 3, a presentation will take place on
wills, power of attorney, advanced health care
directives and guardianship. Denakkanaaga invites you to this important event.
To learn more about the Denakkanaaga
Information Series, please call Denakkanaaga at
451-3900.
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Road Scholar Program
The Denakkanaaga Roads Scholar Program offers Alaska
educational tourism primarily for Elders from the Lower 48.
Local Denakkanaaga Elders provide presentations.
People come from Outside to learn about life in Alaska from
people who actually live here. Getting to have personal contact
with Alaskans is always important.
We offer programs in various seasons. Our calendar year starts
off with two programs in March, held during the Fairbanks
Kathleen Leitgeb,
Winter Carnival. We have programs all summer, with two each
Director
in June, July and August. We have one program in September
and inish off our year with our November program which is run during the Athabascan
Fiddle Festival. Our programs run for about 11 days to two weeks each. We have
scheduled 10 programs for this current year.
Every program starts in Fairbanks and then we travel to other parts of the state. Various
programs spend some time in Utqiagvik, Prudhoe, Toolik, Nome, Denali, Chena Hot
Springs, Anchorage and Seward.
Sincerely, Kathleen Leitgeb

Denakkanaaga Aprons
Denakkanaaga is pleased to offer
aprons featuring local recipes from
the communities that have hosted
the Denakkanaaga
Annual Elders and Youth
Conference.
Recipes include BBQ beaver,
moose rib soup and boiled salmon bellies. For a complete list of aprons available or for
more information on how to purchase one, please call Denakkanaaga at 907-451-3900.
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Four Board Members and Youth Board Representative
Re‐Elected, One New Member Elected at Annual Meeting
Delegates at the June 8 Denakkanaaga Annual Meeting re-elected Luke Titus of Minto,
Patricia Salmon of Chalkyitsik, Fred Alexie, Sr., of Kaltag and Roy David of Tok. They
also re-elected Katie Turner of Holy Cross as the youth representative on the board
and elected Oline Petruska of Nikolai, Mrs. Petruska replaces Sammy John, Sr. of
Nikolai. Each term is for three years.

Left to Right:
Denakkanaaga Executive Director Sharon McConnell, Youth Board Representative
Katie Turner of Holy Cross, Denakkanaaga First Chief Luke Titus of Minto, board
member Roy David of Tok, outgoing member Sammy John, Sr. of Nikolai, board
member Fred Alexie, Sr. of Kaltag, Denakkanaaga 2nd Chief Anna Frank of Fairbanks,
newly elected board member Oline Petruska of Nikolai, board member Joseph Maillelle
of Graying and board member Patricia Salmon of Chalkyitsik. Seated is Denakkanaaga
founder, 96 year old Poldine Carlo of Fairbanks, originally of Nulato.
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Doyon Facilities Hosts
Luncheon for
Denakkanaaga Elders and Guests
Doyon Facilities held a special luncheon for Fairbanks elders and guests at
Denakkanaaga June 26.
Carole-Ann Newcomer and her crew at Doyon Facilities served salmon heads and
illets, fry bread, salads, moose soup and homemade pies to those attending.
Denakkanaaga thanks Doyon Facilities for this treat!
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Denakkanaaga Board of Directors









Luke Titus, Minto, 1st Chief
Anna Frank, Fairbanks, 2nd Chief
Patricia Salmon, Chalkyitsik, Secretary/ Treasurer
Oline Petruska , Nikolai, Member
Fred Alexie, Sr., Kaltag, Member
Joseph Maillelle, Grayling, Member
Roy David, Tok, Member
Katie Turner, Holy Cross, Youth Representative

Denakkanaaga
101 Dunkel Street, Suite 135
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: 907-451-3900

Fax: 907-459-3909

www.denakkanaaga.org

11

