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The Denakkanaaga Board of Directors Meeting, December 1, 2017

2018 Annual Denakkanaaga Elders and Youth Conference
Theme Selected
At their December 1st meeting, the Denakkanaaga Board of Directors approved the theme for the 2018
Denakkanaaga Elders and Youth Conference. After considering several options, the board selected
“Native Traditions and Values: Our Foundation in Challenging Times”.
According to Denakkanaaga Executive Director Sharon McConnell, the theme reflects the desire by
elders to utilize Native ways to help deal with the current political and social issues affecting Interior
Native communities.
The 2018 conference and Denakkanaaga annual meeting will take place in Tanacross June 12 to the 14th
with June 11 and 15 being travel days.

THANK YOU DONORS!
Denakkanaaga thanks all the donors who contributed traditional
foods this summer and fall, including this generous contribution of
a moose head for our elders!
Shown here with Denakkanaaga Executive Director Sharon
McConnell are donors (L to R) Steve Bluekins, Art Mayo and Tony
Corral. Not pictured is Pat Huff who was also one of the donors.
Thank you!
Denakkanaaga appreciates all the donations received which included
white fish, salmon, moose meat, fish eggs, caribou and berries. The
food items will be used for elder events and programs.
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Notes from the Executive Director
Happy Holidays!
As 2017 draws to an end, we here at Denakkanaaga pause to reflect
on the organization’s work over the past year and our goals for the future.
Using our mission “elder voice for the people” as our foundation,
Denakkanaaga continues to strive to advocate for senior programs
and services.
This past year we spoke at various events on the need for more senior
housing and preparation for additional services and programs needed as
our population ages. We also took the opportunity to testify before
legislative committees on important issues affecting elders. One such
time was in late September when Denakkanaaga First Chief Luke Titus,
myself and several elders testified before the House Health and Social Services Committee advocating that
the Alaska Senior Benefits Program be extended.
One of our core commitments is to keep the Native voice stronger together for positive action. This past
year Denakkanaaga board members and staff met on a regular basis with our sister organizations to
collaborate on various issues, projects and events. Our elders believe it is important that there is unity
among our Native people and organizations so we remain strong.
In addition to this important work, we have also had the opportunity to showcase and educate others on
our Native culture and ways. In November our elders were visited by Maori Indigenous Leadership
master's students from the University of Canterbury in New Zealand. Both shared indigenous stories and
songs. Our elders also met with various groups of school students and organizations to share Native stories
and their life experiences.
As we look to the new year, we will continue to advocate for and on behalf of our elders and also our
youth. Our annual conference and meeting will take place in Tanacross June 12-14 and will allow us the
opportunity to discuss with elders from our tribes, Native leaders and others, the current issues facing us.
We hope that you will consider attending.
So much has taken place this past year, but these are just a few examples of what has occurred at
Denakkanaaga and what is being planned.
Please stop by anytime for coffee and a visit. We wish a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Sincerely,
Sharon McConnell
Executive Director

www.denakkanaaga.org

Facebook.com/Denakkanaaga
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Maori University Students Visit Denakkanaaga
Denakkanaaga elders and staff were honored to spend time in November with Maori
Indigenous Leadership master's students from the University of Canterbury in New
Zealand. The students even sang for the elders.

Denakkanaaga Participates in First Alaskans Institute Elder and Youth Conference
Denakkanaaga Board members and staff attended the First Alaskans Institutes’ Elders
and Youth Conference in Anchorage. The conference theme was' Part Land, Part Water Always Native'.

Left to Right: Denakkanaaga First
Chief Luke Titus, Denakkanaaga
Board Youth Representative Katie
Turner of Holy Cross and
Denakkanaaga Executive Director
Sharon McConnell at the FAI Elders
and Youth Conference.
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Little Creature Christmas
2017
By: Samuel L. Demientieff
Back in time, houses were usually made of logs with a
wooden floor. Sometimes a cellar was dug into the ground
under the floor for food and dry goods storage. This story is
about some mice that made this area their home.

Dark and dusty, our new place under the cabin floor,
where people dug their cellar, for things to store.
Loud is the noise from above and scary,
when the floor door is opened, must be wary.
Such is the life of a country mouse,
when we lived under the people’s house.
Old home was the outside cache with muffled sounds,
must be alert for there were weasels around.
Oh, yes it is time of the year,
to gather around, stories of old we hear.
Seems the humans too have a happy time,
hearing their songs and words that rhyme.
Light comes through some big wide cracks,
as we hide among those gunny sacks.
Those noisy humans we watch and see,
and hear their joyous shouts of glee.
People, lots of people gather to celebrate;
from our place under the floor it all looks great.
We all feel the spreading of happiness and mirth,
late in the year, to honor the Lord’s birth.
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Wait, all of us creatures large and small,
part of Creation too, tell stories in the Fall.
The old ones, say ancient times were good,
when the Humans talked, we understood!
Oh, how it was, we spoke, people could hear,
yes, hard to believe, and no sense of fear.
Then a special gift the humans were given,
over all the Earth and us…dominion!
So, time went on and on, they soon got bored
all of creation and the creatures were ignored.
Something to do, bring back balance and respect.
Hope for the future and promise, we would expect.
All creatures do as we are told, a vital trust,
it is called, instinct, we then do as we must.
Our Earth is hurt and suffering so,
respect and natural balance, we must grow.
So, as we peer through the cracks in the floor,
we see them gathering, singing, hope at their door.
Whose birth is celebrated late in December?
It is hoped that we all will remember.
Maybe they will answer when he again will knock,
and surely we will all again will be able to talk.
Look at those lights, look at the tree,
should bring smiles for all to see.
Merry Christmas to TCC, BIA, IRHA, Doyon and
FNA. Gee Whiz, got to end this seasonal saga,
Greetings to good ole, Denakkanaaga!
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Title VI Update
Through a federally funded grant awarded by the Administration
on Aging, Denakkanaaga provides outreach, information,
referrals, advocacy and support to Elders in Dot Lake, Minto,
Nenana, Northway, Tanacross, Tetlin, Eagle and Tok.
Dear Caregivers and EldersSeason’s greetings to you! It has been a very busy time for
Title VI. I’ve continued to visit with elders and speak with them
and their families on various matters, including health care and
safety. In the past recent months I’ve visited with several of the
communities covered under our grant and hope to visit the
remaining villages in the next several months.

Glenn “Manny” Carlo
Title VI Director

I was recently in Washington, DC in December to advocate for our elders and caregivers to
Alaska’s congressional delegation, as well as attend a National Association of Area Agencies
on Aging board meeting. I also took the opportunity to speak to one of the few Native
American representatives in Congress, Rep. Tom Cole of Oklahoma.
As the holidays are upon us, I wish all the caregivers a Merry Christmas and hope that you
are able to take some time for yourself as I know how hard it is to care for someone. If you
need to talk about caregiving issues, I’d be happy to do so. I can be reached at 907-451-3905.
Ana Bassee’
Glenn “Manny” Carlo
Title VI Director

Elder Fact
The most commonly reported unmet service needs that American Indian and Alaska Native
elders face are related to money management, home modification, chore assistance and
legal assistance.
According to National Association on Area Agencies on Aging 2017
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Denakkanaaga Founder Poldine Carlo Turns 97
Denakkanaaga hosted a birthday celebration in December to honor Denakkanaaga founder
Poldine Carlo as she turned 97 years old on December 5. Originally from Nulato, Mrs. Carlo
now resides in Fairbanks and remains active as an honorary Denakkanaaga board member.

Poldine Carlo greets a guest at
her 97th birthday celebration.

The FNA JOM Youth Dancers perform
for Mrs. Carlo at her birthday
celebration.

Attendees at the birthday celebration
listen to Athabascan fiddling music.
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Denakkanaaga Prepares for Annual Fundraiser
Denakkanaaga will hold its annual fundraiser on Wednesday, March 14th at the David Salmon Tribal
Hall in Fairbanks from 5 to 8 pm. A moose soup dinner will be served for $10 and both a silent and live
auction will take place.
Elders have been busy making unique items for the auctions, including a pair of handmade moose skin
gloves (rarely made now) from an old pattern from Huslia and a moose heart bag.
We hope you will consider donating an item for the auction and attending! For more information
please call Denakkanaaga at 907-451-3900.

Right: Gwich’in Elder Charlotte
Douthit shows Denakkanaaga
staff member Pat Bessette how
to make a moose heart bag.

Far Right: Pat Bessette holds
the nearly finished moose heart
bag that will be auctioned off at
the Denakkanaaga March 14
Annual Fundraiser.
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Effie Kokrine Students Visit with Elders
In October Denakkanaaga Elders and Native leaders met with and were interviewed
for a class project by 8th grade students from the Effie Kokrine Charter School.

Elder Marie Katcheak is interviewed by
students.

Elders Marie Simmons (far right) and
Charlotte Douthit share their life stories
with the students.

Doyon Board Chairman Walter Carlo
speaks with a student at Denakkanaaga.

Elder Irene Roberts is
interviewed by the
students.
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Denakkanaaga Board of Directors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Luke Titus, Minto, 1st Chief
Anna Frank, Fairbanks, 2nd Chief
Patricia Salmon, Chalkyitsik, Secretary/ Treasurer
Oline Petruska , Nikolai, Member
Joseph Maillelle, Grayling, Member
Roy David, Tok, Member
Katie Turner, Holy Cross, Youth Representative

Denakkanaaga
101 Dunkel Street, Suite 135
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: 907-451-3900

Fax: 907-459-3909

www.denakkanaaga.org

